
84

7 CFR Ch. VII (1–1–02 Edition)§ 718.7

spouse has provided written notifica-
tion to FSA and CCC that such action
is not authorized. The notification
must be provided to the county FSA of-
fice which administers FSA and CCC
programs with respect to each farm.

(b) Except a husband or wife may not
sign a document on behalf of a spouse
with respect to:

(1) Program documents required to be
executed in accordance with part 3 of
this title and part 704 of this chapter;

(2) Easements entered into under
part 1410 of this title;

(3) Form FSA–211, Power of Attorney
and Form FSA–211–1, Power of Attor-
ney for Husband and Wife; and

(4) Such other program documents as
determined by FSA or CCC.

(c) Whenever the final date pre-
scribed in any of the regulations in this
title for the performance of any act
falls on a Saturday, Sunday, national
holiday, State holiday on which the of-
fice of the county or State Farm Serv-
ice Agency committee having primary
cognizance of the action required to be
taken is closed, or any other day on
which the cognizant office is not open
for the transaction of business during
normal working hours, the time for
taking required action shall be ex-
tended to the close of business on the
next working day. Or in case the action
required to be taken may be performed
by mailing, the action shall be consid-
ered to be taken within the prescribed
period if the mailing is postmarked by
midnight of such next working day.
Where the action required to be taken
is within a prescribed number of days
after the mailing of notice, the day of
mailing shall be excluded in computing
such period of time.

§ 718.7 Failure to fully comply.
In any case in which the failure of a

producer to fully comply with the
terms and conditions of a program au-
thorized by this chapter precludes the
making of price support to such pro-
ducer, the Deputy Administrator for
Farm Programs may authorize the
making of such price support in such
amounts as determined to be equitable
in relation to the seriousness of the
failure if the regulations of this title
authorizing the program specifically
authorize such action. The provisions

of this part shall only be applicable to
producers who are determined to have
made a good faith effort to comply
fully with the terms and conditions of
the program and rendered substantial
performance.

§ 718.8 Incomplete performance based
upon action or advice of an author-
ized representative of the Sec-
retary.

(a) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of the law, performance rendered
in good faith based upon action of, or
information provided by, any author-
ized representative of a County or
State Farm Service Agency Com-
mittee, may be accepted by the Admin-
istrator, FSA (Executive Vice Presi-
dent, CCC), the Associate Adminis-
trator, FSA (Vice President, CCC), or
the Deputy Administrator for Farm
Programs, FSA (Vice President, CCC),
as meeting the requirements of the ap-
plicable program, and benefits may be
extended or payments may be made
therefor in accordance with such ac-
tion or advice to the extent it is
deemed desirable in order to provide
fair and equitable treatment.

(b) The provisions of this section
shall be applicable only if a producer
relied upon the action of a county or
State committee or an authorized rep-
resentative of such committee or took
action based on information provided
by such representative. The authority
provided in this part does not extend to
cases where the producer knew or had
sufficient reason to know that the ac-
tion or advice of the committee or its
authorized representative upon which
they relied was improper or erroneous,
or where the producer acted in reliance
on their own misunderstanding or mis-
interpretation of program provisions,
notices, or advice.

§ 718.9 Finality rule.
(a) A determination by a State or

county committee made on or after Oc-
tober 13, 1994, becomes final and bind-
ing 90 days from the date the applica-
tion for benefits has been filed, and
supporting documentation required to
be supplied by the producer as a condi-
tion for eligibility for the particular
program has been filed unless one of
the following conditions exist:
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